THE BIG EMPTY 


Virtually all professional 
and college-level events 
and seasons are being 
impacted by coronavirus 
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St. Patrick's Day 
parade canceled 


By Kathy Berdan 


kberdan@pioneerpress.com 


The annual St. Patrick’s Day 
parade in St. Paul, one of the city’s 
most popular events, has been can- 
celed due to crowd and coronavirus 
concerns. 

The St. Patrick’s Association has 
been sponsoring the parade since 
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e A list of event and school 
cancellations through the East 
Metro, Page 6A 


e Twin Cities concert and theater 
venues say the show still goes on, 
with some exceptions, Page 6A 


e Global fears of coronavirus 
spread: More than 128,000 cases 
reported in 110 countries, more 
than 4,700 deaths, Page 5A 


e Washington lawmakers attempt 
to craft a national response, 
Page 5A 


1967. The annual event was sched- 
uled to begin at noon Tuesday and 
travel down Fifth Street from Mears 
Park to Rice Park. In a statement on 
its website, the association said the 
decision was made after meeting 
with officials “representing Ramsey 
County Department of Health, Min- 
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Virus makes mark 


here and 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


The U.S. is starting to realize just 
how bad the COVID-19 outbreak 
could be — it will likely disrupt a lot 
of peoples’ lives for a long time. 

On Thursday, there were hun- 
dreds of new cases reported in the 
U.S. and thousands worldwide in 


beyond 


more than 110 countries. The global 
death toll of the coronavirus will 
soon exceed 5,000. 

Financial markets have cratered 
— Wall Street saw its worst day in a 
generation. 

Disneyland is closing; the NBA, 
MLB and NHL are postponing 
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A sporting ‘I'm sorry’ moment 


DeLaSalle guard Kennedy Klick (3) declines, with apologies, a hug from Simley guard Zareia Chevre 
(21) after a Class 3A semifinal game of the State Girls’ Basketball Tournament Thursday at Williams 
Arena in Minneapolis. The small moment spoke for the larger times: Many people are forgoing 
traditional greetings in wake of the coronavirus pandemic. Starting today, the Minnesota State High 


School League will limit fan access at its state tournaments. Sports, 1B. 
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Wall St. 


sees worst 
day's drop 
since 1987 


Dow, S&P off 10% in 
historic free fall; virus 
fears spur bear market 


By Stan Choe and Alex Veiga 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The escalating cor- 
onavirus emergency sent the stock 
market Thursday into its worst 
slide since the Black Monday crash 
of 1987, extending a sell-off that has 
now wiped out most of Wall Street’s 
big gains since President Donald 
Trump took office. 

The S&P 500 plummeted 9.5 per- 
cent, for a total drop of 26.7 percent 
from its all-time high, set just last 
month. That puts it way over the 20 
percent threshold for a bear market, 
officially ending Wall Street’s 
unprecedented bull-market run of 
nearly 11 years. The Dow Jones 
industrial average sank 2,352 points, 
or 10 percent, its heaviest loss since 
its nearly 23 percent drop on Oct. 19, 
1987. 

European markets fell 12 percent 
in one of their worst days ever, even 
after the European Central Bank 
pledged to buy more bonds and 
offer more help for the economy. 

The rout came amid a cascade of 
cancellations and shutdowns across 
the globe — including Trump’s sus- 
pension of most travel to the U.S. 
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St. Paul teachers strike enters fourth day 


Schools closed today; 
child care ramps up 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


Ten St. Paul district schools wel- 
comed hundreds of students Thurs- 
day for a day of dancing, board 
games and art activities — but no 
direct instruction. 

Classes were canceled again Fri- 
day as the teachers union strike 
appeared headed for a fourth day 
despite the resumption of negotia- 
tions Thursday morning after a two- 
day break. 

Union and school district spokes- 
people both said they returned to 
the bargaining table at the invita- 
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next show. 


Use our theater reviews to help you choose your 
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Students work on art projects Thursday during “Kid Space” at Highland 
Park Elementary in St. Paul, which provides activities, but no instruction, 
as district teachers enter a fourth day on strike. 
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Virus prompts rethinking of 
Minnesota spending priorities 


Gov. Walz now seeks 
to bank most of 
state's $1.5B surplus 


By Bill Salisbury 


bsalisbury@pioneerpress.com 


Gov. Tim Walz wants to sock 
away most of Minnesota’s project- 
ed $1.5 billion budget surplus to 
protect the state against economic 
uncertainty caused by the spread- 
ing coronavirus pandemic. 

If you were counting on a tax cut, 
as Republican legislators pro- 
posed, or more state money to 
help you afford preschool or child 
care, aS Democratic lawmakers 
recommended, you'll have to wait 


awhile — maybe until next year — 
to find out what state policymak- 
ers decide to do with extra cash in 
the state treasury. 

At a Capitol news conference 
Wednesday, Walz called for stash- 
ing $1.2 billion of the surplus in 
the state’s savings account. He 
recommended spending the 
remaining $257 million on protect- 
ing Minnesotans from a possible 
outbreak of COVID-19 and a laun- 
dry list of smaller projects, includ- 
ing preparing for natural disas- 
ters, expanding mental health 
services and combating crime. 

In announcing what is called his 
“supplemental budget request” to 
the two-year, $48 billion state bud- 
get passed last year, the DFL gov- 
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